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Jazz at the Plaza a Hit!

It has been a busy year for the Arts
Council. While our organization
is young, we have managed to
make a sizeable impact on the
arts community of East Orange.
Our mission is to build community and stimulate economic
growth with the arts. In order to
be successful we must continue
to provide the city’s tremendous
talent with new and innovative
platforms for self-expression. This
year we hosted “Jazz In the Plaza”,
participated in the city’s Summer
Solstice, joined the Urban Essex
Coalition for Smart Growth, and
supported the Powerzone’s Pumpkin Carving Festival at the Jersey
Explorer Children’s Museum. We
have an incredible roster of events
slated for 2015 and I hope that
you will join us!
-Gwendolyn Barrington Jackson

Calendar of Events
Tree Lighting and Toy Giveaway – Dec.9, 5 pm
at City Hall
Holiday Spectacular Display of African Americana Collectables –Dec. 11, 5pm at City Hall
Membership Fundraiser – Feb. 15, 2015 at a
private residence
Children’s Art Display – March, 2015 at
various city venues
www.aceonj.org

ARTLight!
F

or three pleasant evenings, this summer, East Orange’s
historic City Hall Plaza quivered with music and
merriment. Started in the late 1990’s under
the Cardell Cooper administration, Jazz at the Plaza
was a mainstream
Brooke Alford
summer event in the
City. This musical occurrence was revived in
2012 by the newly-established Arts Council of
East Orange formed under the Robert Bowser
administration and has been a hit ever since.
This year, the free concert series celebrated three innovative women in
jazz. Bassist Mimi Jones, trumpeter Syreeta Thompson, also a teacher at The
Cicely Tyson School of Performing and Fine Arts, and violinist Brooke Alford
who dazzled the crowd with her jazzy renditions of contemporary tunes.
“At its core, jazz is American music that connects us to each other and
to people all over the world,” said Gwendolyn Jackson, president of the Arts
Council of East Orange.
When this year’s program chair, Lisa Arrington, began looking for acts,
she was very intentional. “First, we knew we wanted to celebrate inspiring,
ground-breaking women who are redefining jazz, as we know it. Secondly, we
wanted to feature artists that would connect our community. Music lovers in
East Orange and beyond are in for a real treat this year.”

Continued on back page

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT!
Cathleen McCoy Bristol is
a former student of and
instructor at the Newark
School of Fine and Industrial
Arts, the Junior Museum
of the Newark Museum
and Arts Unbound. Cathy
has freelanced as a fashion
illustrator and painter
focusing mostly on portraits,
figure work and landscapes.
She also has also worked on
a commissioned basis and
has numerous pieces in
private collections.

artscouncilofeastorange@gmail.com

visit: artscouncileastorange on:

Jazz at the Plaza a Hit!
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Lester Taylor, Mayor of East Orange, noted
that the event brought together “the perfect
blend of culture, music and community.”
The revised jazz series in 2012 was headlined with the Gene Phipps Combo, opening
with the Cicely Tyson School of Performing
Arts Jazz band, following with Valerie Adams
and the Dimensions Band, and ending with
the Rhoda Scott trio. Last year’s performer’s
included, Victor Jones Trio, Melissa Walker and
the Jazzhouse Kids, and the Cecil Brooks Trio.
The jazz series received support from the
City of East Orange, Discover Jersey Arts, Forman Mills and East Orange General Hospital. L-r: ACEO Board members Norma Mackey and Gwen Jackson; Trumpeter, Syreeta Thompson; ACEO Board members Ayesha Faines, Connie Jackson and William Holt.

Trunk Or Treat! at City Hall Plaza

Please become a member of the
Arts Council of East Orange
Our membership benefits allows members to
share the experience and benefits of being
members of the Arts Council of East Orange.
Benefits include:
Membership Card
Advance notice of all upcoming events
10% discount on all paid events
Free admission to ACEO Social Events
Membership is for one year from January 1
through December 31.
Membership Levels
$25 General Membership

L-r: ACEO President Gwen Jackson; EO Director of Planning, Valerie Jackson; ACEO
Board members Helena Branch and Faith Gideon Brown

Members of the ACEO Board participated in the Trunk or Treat
event at City Hall Plaza. It was a Halloween event sponsored by
the city where participants were asked to decorate their trunk
with a particular theme, give treats to children and the trunks
judged by the members of the ACEO Board. There were 1st, 2nd
and 3rd place prizes. Our trunk theme, Dia de Los Muertos or Day
of the Dead, courtesy of ACEO President Gwendolyn Jackson,
was a big hit!

$15 Senior Citizen
$10 Student
I would like to to support the Arts Council of East
Orange with an additional amount of $
Name:
Address:
City:			

State:

Zip:

Telephone

First Annual Pumpkin Carving Event

E-mail:

The ACEO helped support
the First Annual Pumpkin
Carving event sponsored
by the Powerzone Foundation at the Jersey Explorer
Children’s Museum in
East Orange.

Please make all checks/money orders payable to:
Arts Council of East Orange
and mail to:
ACEO
P.O. Box 2505
East Orange, NJ 07019-2505

Thank you for supporting the arts.

